
Protecting, Preserving & Promoting the River Itchen in Southampton - Final Report Recommendations and Draft Response 

# Recommendation Accepted? 
(Y/N) 

Draft Response / Associated Actions Lead 
Officer 

1 Establish an Itchen River Forum 
comprising key stakeholders, including 
representatives from recreation users, 
community groups (Respect River 
Campaign), Wessex Rivers Trust, 
Southern Water, statutory agencies and 
the business community to develop 
relationships, acquire a greater 
understanding of the issues and to 
determine collective solutions. 
(Strategic Management and Partnership 
Working) 

Y SCC supports the development of relationships between stakeholders to better 
understand issues and to determine collective solutions. There are a number of 
existing initiatives already underway e.g. the Environment Agency’s Preventing 
Plastic Pollution Project. SCC believes the best approach would be to participate in 
these and work to develop this into a broader initiative as recommended.  

Adam 
Wilkinson 

2 Develop, through the Forum, a River 
Itchen vision and plan that sets clear 
objectives for the River Itchen in 
Southampton. 
(Strategic Management and Partnership 
Working) 

Y Pending the outcome of the above (1), utilisation of existing plans and documents, 
such as the Local Plan Review and the Southampton City Council Biodiversity and GI 
Strategies, to set out a clear vision and objectives for the River Itchen. 

Adam 
Wilkinson 
 

3 Undertake regular monitoring and 
evaluation to underpin the plans 
objectives. 
(Strategic Management and Partnership 
Working) 

Y As above (2). Adam 
Wilkinson 
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(Y/N) 

Draft Response / Associated Actions Lead 
Officer 

4 To develop understanding and influence 
regarding issues impacting on the Solent 
coastline, the City Council should re-join 
Solent Forum as a full and active 
member. 
(Strategic Management and Partnership 
Working) 

Y Southampton City Council was formerly a member of the Solent Forum and sat on 
the Steering Committee, but withdrew in 2017/18. We will review this and assess 
whether this offers SCC value-for-money in the current financial situation. 
 

Adam 
Wilkinson 
 

5 The Council works with partners to 
actively pursue opportunities to restore 
and enhance biodiversity and natural 
habitats along the river to improve the 
situation for wildlife. The Nitrogen 
Neutrality Scheme could be a source of 
funding to support such initiatives, 
dependent upon discussions with 
Natural England. 
(A Healthy & Resilient River) 

Y Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure Strategies being developed by SCC are 
currently out for public consultation.  Consultees are being specifically asked if the 
strategies deal adequately with the aquatic environment.  Responses to the 
consultation will be used to revise the strategies and develop action plans to be 
implemented by the City Council and others.   
 
In practical terms, the SCC Ranger Service and ecologists will actively seek 
opportunities to restore and enhance biodiversity and habitats on land the City 
Council manages along the river.  In undertaking such work, the council will work 
with in partnership with local communities, individuals and organisations. 
 
The Biodiversity Net Gain new burdens funding and Nutrient Neutrality Scheme are 
potential sources of funding for biodiversity improvements. However, SCC 
understands that the latter scheme is under review. The City Council will identify 
opportunities and develop projects suitable for these funding streams.   

Adam 
Wilkinson 
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6 Whilst the Panel support the proposed 
additional investment in Southampton’s 
infrastructure by Southern Water to 
reduce wastewater incidents, Southern 
Water are encouraged to follow the 
example set by Thames Water relating to 
inland waterways and provide real time 
information about pollution events 
impacting on the River Itchen. The Panel 
request that this is undertaken as soon 
as possible, via the Beachbuoy tool or 
through other communication outlets, to 
enable informed decisions to be taken. 
(A Healthy & Resilient River) 

Y The Environment Agency is the relevant enforcement agency and works with water 

companies to reduce pollution and tackle the areas of biggest concern like storm 

overflows. SCC would support enhanced monitoring of pollution events and will 

convey this to partners. 

 

 

Adam 
Wilkinson 
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7 To reduce and slow the run-off and 
pollution into the River Itchen, build 
sustainable drainage solutions into 
highway projects, as well as those 
mandated for new developments by the 
enactment of Schedule 3 of the in the 
Flood and Water Management Act 2010, 
and utilise new gully technology to limit 
harmful chemicals from the highways 
entering the watercourse. 
(A Healthy & Resilient River) 

Y Inclusion of Sustainable Drainage (SuDS) is currently a planning requirement in all 

major development, with a Drainage Strategy required at planning submission 

stage. The Flood Risk Management Team review the Drainage Strategy supplied.  

The Government announced that Schedule 3 of the Flood and Water Management 

Act 2010 will be enacted in 2024 ending the automatic right to connect into the 

public surface water sewer. This will make SCC both a Lead Local Flood Authority 

and a Sustainable Drainage Approval Body (SAB). The SAB will require SuDS in all 

development (minors and majors) where 1 or more dwelling, or construction 

covers more than 100sqm of ground. The SAB will be responsible for review, 

approval, verification and adoption of a SuDS implemented. This should increase 

the quality of SuDS achieved and improve water quantity reduction and improve 

water quality, biodiversity and amenity. 

Flood Risk Management are currently in development of a Sustainable Drainage 
Systems (SuDS) in schools project, delivering SuDS (e.g. rain gardens, ponds, tree 
pits and green roofs) in 5 schools that are at risk of surface water flooding. Outputs 
of the scheme will include monitoring data on surface water flood risk reduction 
and standard designs that can be incorporated into future highway schemes. If 
successful additional funding sources could be explored to roll out the scheme at 
other schools.  
Flood Risk Management will continue to strengthen partnership working with 
Southern Water to actively encourage use of SuDS or other Natural Flood 
Management to ‘slow the flow’ - this will support improvement of water quality by 
filtering water, and reducing the volume of surface water entering the 
foul/combined sewer network therefore contributing to reduction of combined 
sewer overflows. 
 
Highways to examine opportunities to include SuDS and new gully technology to 
improve the quality of runoff from highways prior to entering the public surface 
water sewer, rivers or estuaries.  

Sam 
Foulds / 
Cara Brims 
(FRM) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Colin 
Perris / 
Helen 
Taverner 
(Highways) 



# Recommendation Accepted? 
(Y/N) 

Draft Response / Associated Actions Lead 
Officer 

8 If requested, the Council provides timely 
support to community groups in their 
campaign for areas of the River Itchen to 
be awarded Designated Bathing Water 
Status. 
(A Healthy & Resilient River) 

Y DEFRA is responsible for designating bathing water and anyone can apply for an 
area to be designated in this way. Advice on this process is available here 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bathing-waters-apply-to-designate-
or-de-designate/designate-a-bathing-water-guidance-on-how-to-apply  
A proposed designated bathing water must: 

 be a coastal or inland water 

 have at least 100 bathers a day during the bathing season (15 May to 30 
September) 

 have toilet facilities bathers can use during the bathing season, within a 
short distance of up to about 500m from the site 

Community groups must conduct a consultation before submitting their 
application, and Southampton City Council is a mandatory consultee. SCC commits 
to responding to such consultations in a timely manner. 
 
Whilst the council, in principle, is happy to support the potential for designated 
bathing waters at areas of the River Itchen it is recognised that as landowner the 
council will be responsible for public safety.  Pending the designation proposal, the 
council would need to undertake its own investigations in order to determine how 
any such facility could be safely managed. 

Ian Moss 
(H&S) 

9 If pilot schemes in the River Hamble and 
Isle of Wight identify them to be 
beneficial to the river environment, the 
Council should support the 
establishment of oyster reefs in the River 
Itchen to help improve water quality. 
(A Healthy & Resilient River) 

Y The City Council will discuss with Natural England and the Blue Marine the findings 
of The Solent Oyster Restoration Project and decide whether there are suitable 
locations within the River Itchen to re-introduce native oysters.  If suitable locations 
are identified, funding from the Nutrient Neutrality Scheme will be sought if 
available. 
 
Environmental enhancements are proposed within the development of the River 
Itchen Flood Alleviation Scheme as part of the requirement to meet Biodiversity 
Net Gain targets (note, the RIFAS is targeting 20% Biodiversity Net Gain as opposed 
to the standard 10% minimum). These enhancements may include use of oyster 
reefs where appropriate and viable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sam 
Foulds / 
Cara Brims 
FRM 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bathing-waters-apply-to-designate-or-de-designate/designate-a-bathing-water-guidance-on-how-to-apply
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bathing-waters-apply-to-designate-or-de-designate/designate-a-bathing-water-guidance-on-how-to-apply
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10 To help reduce locally produced waste 
and pollution and to build upon the 
momentum created by the work at 
Chessel Bay, work with partners to 
develop an accreditation scheme for 
businesses that ‘respect the river’. There 
is potential for this initiative to be 
funded through the Southampton 
Airport Community Fund. 
(A Healthy & Resilient River) 

Y Such an initiative would best be developed through a representative group such as 
a River Itchen Forum. 
An initial step would be to establish whether similar schemes are already in 
operation elsewhere in the country. 

Adam 
Wilkinson 
 

11 To aid policy and decision making and 
encourage investment in our natural 
environment, consideration should be 
given by the Council to adopting a 
natural capital approach by placing a 
value on Southampton’s natural 
environment. 
(A Healthy & Resilient River) 

Y A natural capital assessment of the whole city would be useful to establish the 
value of benefits being delivered by the natural environment.  Such benefits 
include climate change adaptation, commercial recreation (marinas) and health 
and wellbeing (informal recreation on and alongside the river).   
Such a study would need to be undertaken by a specialist consultant and would 
consequently need to be resourced. SCC will review this and assess whether this 
offers SCC value-for-money in the current financial situation. 

Adam 
Wilkinson 
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12 Whilst the Panel welcome the 
safeguarding of sites in the draft Local 
Plan for marine uses, to enable this 
vitally important sector to grow and 
prosper in Southampton it is 
recommended that the Council works 
collaboratively with partners, including 
British Marine, Solent Freeport, business 
representative organisations, and with 
existing marine and maritime 
businesses, to address the recruitment 
and training challenge via the Local Skills 
and Improvement Plan, to develop a 
skilled workforce now, and in the future. 
(A Vibrant River) 

Y SCC views the development of a vibrant marine sector as a key goal and will work 
with Hampshire Chamber of Commerce and city stakeholders to support this 
through the Solent Local Skills Improvement Plan and other partnership work.  

Nawaz 
Khan 

13 The Panel recognise the potential of the 
redevelopment of the Itchen Riverside to 
revitalise the waterfront, enhancing the 
quality of the natural and built 
environment. The Panel would support 
the creation of a distinctive, design led 
waterfront that, through the master-
planning process, integrates biodiversity, 
public access to the waterfront, flood 
resilience and high quality green spaces 
into its design and planning from the 
outset. 
(A Vibrant River) 

Y Itchen Riverside is an identified area for regeneration. Guided by the Renaissance 
Board updated to the masterplanning vision will be undertaken that will build on 
the existing 2013 City Centre Masterplan.  
 
 
Integrating and improving access to the waterfront is being considered within the 
development of the River Itchen Flood Alleviation Scheme (west bank River Itchen). 
This is likely to be improvements to the riverside walk leading to the Boardwalk 
(Mount Pleasant Industrial Estate) and the park at Crosshouse Hard (under the 
Itchen Bridge). Flood resilience to new development (and change of use) is 
considered and secured through planning policy. 

Adam 
Wilkinson 
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14 In collaboration with partners, draft a 
‘Blue Space Strategy’ for Southampton 
enabling a city-wide approach to 
recreation on the water to be developed 
and priorities for maintenance and 
infrastructure improvements to be 
identified. 
(A Vibrant River) 

Y Blue spaces are an importance part of SCC#s Leisure mission. So, although we do 
not have capacity to undertake a 'Blue Space Strategy', we will incorporate blue 
spaces into the Leisure Strategic Action Plan. 
The council's new Leisure Mission is:  - To improve health and wellbeing and reduce 
health inequalities in Southampton through ‘fit for purpose’ leisure services and 
‘spaces’  
- To provide leisure services and ‘spaces’ which support physical activity, sport, play 
and recreation 
-To enable more leisure opportunities within the place of Southampton, with 
emphasis on (1) local communities developing, adapting and maintaining these 
opportunities to meet their needs and (2) securing financial sustainability 
 

Debbie 
Chase 

15 To enable access to the water for 
watercraft, review the accessibility of the 
public hards on the River Itchen and 
ensure that they are well maintained 
and fit for purpose 
(A Vibrant River) 

Y SCC maintains public slipways to ensure they remain in a safe and accessible 
condition: These are: Priory, Old Mill Quay, Belvedere Wharf, Cross House, Nuns 
Walk, Itchen Ferry, Victoria Road, Weston Shore 

Adam 
Wilkinson 

16 In support of the ambition to activate 
the water the Panel welcomes the work 
that has been undertaken by ABP in 
clearing the wrecks and abandoned 
vessels from the River Itchen and 
encourage them to continue delivering 
their plans for further clearance activity 
until all such vessels are removed. 
(A Vibrant River) 

Y SCC supports ABP’s actions to date and will encourage further clearance to take 
place. 

Adam 
Wilkinson 
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17 Access to the riverfront has improved in 
Southampton through developments 
such as the boardwalk and the River 
Itchen Flood Alleviation Scheme (RIFAS) 
provides an opportunity to extend 
access to the river and the waterfront 
footpath network. The Panel recognise 
the intrinsic value associated with being 
by the river and therefore the Council 
should maximise opportunities, 
wherever they arise, to improve public 
access to the Itchen River in 
Southampton. 
(A Connected River) 

Y The River Itchen Flood Alleviation Scheme is ongoing, with current scheme 
progress including a period of ground investigations beginning in September 2023. 
The ground investigations will feed into the scheme alignment and design, as well 
as optioneering of public areas along the scheme extent. Optioneering will include 
a public area at Crosshouse car park which has been identified as a key space to 
deliver Biodiversity Net Gain and improved public waterside access. The 
optioneering process will include consultation with several internal and external 
stakeholders. 
 
Any new development that comes forward will also have a planning requirement 
for public riverfront access – similar to examples at Chapel Riverside. This will 
continue to be pursued through the planning process and linked to longer term 
future masterplanning activity.   

Sam 
Foulds / 
Cara Brims 
(FRM) 
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18 The draft Waterfront Policy in the 
emerging City Vision Local Plan seeks to 
enhance public access to the waterfront 
wherever possible and work towards 
creating continuous waterfront 
walkways, cycleways and public spaces. 
To deliver on this ambition the tools 
available to the Council must be 
deployed and City Council leaders need 
to provide a strong message that public 
access to the waterfront is a priority and 
that the Council will pro-actively pursue 
Rights of Way breaches and failures to 
follow Section 106 agreements. This will 
support officers when making decisions 
about future developments and 
balancing economic interests, 
environmental concerns and community 
aspirations regarding access and 
connectivity. To avoid anglers from being 
excluded, the ability of anglers to access 
the water needs to be a consideration 
when waterfront access for new 
developments is determined. 
(A Connected River) 

Y SCC, through its Planning functions, will continue to pursue Rights of Way breaches 
and failures to follow section 106 agreements. 

Pete 
Boustred 
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19 To promote and raise awareness of the 
‘green’ riverside areas and waterside 
footpaths, tidy up the publicly owned 
open spaces and improve the signage of 
these routes and associated waterfront 
historic sights. 
(A Connected River) 

Y SCC is keen to promote the city’s ‘green’ riverside areas and waterside footpaths 
and will consider how these can best be promoted.  

Adam 
Wilkinson 

20 The introduction of a zero-carbon water-
borne, travel and transport network, 
connecting communities could help to 
create a distinctive waterfront 
experience in Southampton, enable 
businesses to connect with their 
workforce, and could make a significant 
contribution to protecting, preserving 
and promoting the River Itchen for years 
and generations to come. The Council 
needs to use its influence and 
connections to secure a Solent water taxi 
service, commencing initially on the 
River Itchen and promote within the 
Local Plan a requirement for new 
waterfront development over a certain 
size to include a docking facility. 
(A Connected River) 

Y SCC has been working with local business and experts in this area to understand 
demand and feasibility. There is no funding currently available to progress this, but 
we will continue to liaise with Solent Transport, Solent Freeport and Government to 
take advantage of opportunities as they arise. 

Pete 
Boustred 

 


